
 

Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) 
 

The Children and Families Act (2014) and the SEND Code of Practice (2014) provide 

guidance to ensure that the education, health and social care needs of children and 

young people aged 0-25 years with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities 

(SEND) are identified and properly supported. 

A child or young person has Special Educational Needs (SEN) if they have a learning 

difficulty or disability which requires for special educational provision to be made for 

him or her. 

A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

 Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of 
the same age, or 

 Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of 
facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream 
schools or mainstream post-16 institutions 

A child under compulsory school age has SEN if he or she is likely to fall within the 
definition above when they reach compulsory school age. 

 

Children and Young People with SEND may have underlying medical conditions for 
example, Autism; ADHD; Epilepsy; Global Developmental Delay; Developmental 
Language Disorder; Developmental Coordination Disorder; Attachment Disorder etc.  
This means that health services are involved in their care, but not all children on 
health caseloads will have SEND. 

 
As part of the implementation of the SEND reforms from 2014, a process of Local 
Area SEND inspections involving education, health and social care in each area was 
introduced. The local area includes the Local Authority, Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG), Public Health, NHS England for specialist services, early years’ settings, schools 
and further education providers. 

St Helens was inspected between the 29th January and 2nd February 2018 and the 
inspection letter and a follow-up letter from the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Children and Families can be found on the CCG website in the SEND Section. 

 

 


