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th
 March 2020 

 

St Helens CCG 
The Gamble Building 
Victoria Square 
St Helens 
WA10 1DY 
 
 

Dear Sir/ Madam 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Request 
 
Further to your recent Freedom of Information request regarding Mental Health Support 
Teams, please see below our response to your request. 
 
Request: 
 
Please send me details of:  
 
Schools 

 (i) The schools the Clinical Commissioning Group has met with in 2017, 2018, and 
2019,  

 (ii) The number of meetings the Clinical Commissioning Group has had with schools 
in 2017, 2018 and 2019,  

 (iii) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
schools were used to discuss establishing and/or developing a Mental Health Support 
Team, 

 (iv) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
schools were used to discuss working in partnership to address the needs of 
students, delivering interventions in or close to schools for those with mild to 
moderate mental health issues and/or to help students with more severe needs to 
access the right support, working with schools to provide a link to specialist NHS 
services. 

 
Colleges 

 (i) The colleges the Clinical Commissioning Group has met with in 2017, 2018, and 
2019,  

 (ii) The number of meetings the Clinical Commissioning Group has had with colleges 
in 2017, 2018 and 2019,  

 (iii) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
colleges were used to discuss establishing and/or developing a Mental Health 
Support Team, 

 (iv) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
colleges were used to discuss working in partnership to address the needs of 
students, delivering interventions in or close to colleges for those with mild to 
moderate mental health issues and/or to help students with more severe needs to 
access the right support, working with colleges to provide a link to specialist NHS 
services. 
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Universities 

 (i) The universities the Clinical Commissioning Group has met with in 2017, 2018, 
and 2019,  

 (ii) The number of meetings the Clinical Commissioning Group has had with 
universities in 2017, 2018 and 2019,  

 (iii) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
universities were used to discuss establishing and/or developing a Mental Health 
Support Team, 

 (iv) How many of the meetings between the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
universities were used to discuss working in partnership to address the needs of 
students, delivering interventions in or close to universities for those with mild to 
moderate mental health issues and/or to help students with more severe needs to 
access the right support, working with universities to provide a link to specialist NHS 
services. 

 
Response: 
 
The CCG does not hold records of the meetings/ discussions it has undertaken with schools, 
colleges and universities in the St Helens area.  However we can confirm that the CCG is 
proactive in supporting schools and colleges and use engagement for a range of health 
initiatives, examples as follows: 
 
Schools  
The Engagement Team attended two sessions during May 2019 at St Cuthbert’s High 
School with the healthy living team to gain thoughts and ideas of what mental health meant 
to them. 
 
On 20th November the team presented at a Head Teacher’s meeting to promote the 
campaign.  More recently from January 2020 the CCG has been promoting the “Let’s do it 
together” campaign within school assemblies, so far visiting Cowley International College, St 
Teresa’s Catholic Primary School and Legh Vale Primary School – more to be scheduled 
over the coming months as part of a rolling programme. 
 
Colleges 
On 25 January 2018, the CCG held their Talkfest Winter Campaign within the borough – this 
was a day dedicated to talking to local people about the pressures our local health system 
faces over the colder months and how we can help not only ourselves but also others.  The 
day ended with a Question Time debate at St Helens College, where the public were able to 
put questions to a panel with representation from urgent care, GPs, pharmacy and other non-
profit organisations, about winter. 
 
May 2019 - Talkfest Spring  
The Engagement Team spent time at St Helens College talking to students and staff about 
mental health and sharing what services are available. 
 
October 2019 - Talkfest 
Again the team spent time at St Helens College providing a main session and attending 
individual class sessions to talk about what health services are available locally and when to 
use them.  
 
Should you require any further information or clarification regarding this response or do not 
feel that your request has been answered as you would expect, please contact us to discuss.  
 
We also wish to take this opportunity to inform you that a formal complaints and internal 
review process is available, which will be managed by a FOI Appeals Officer. 
 
This can be formally requested and must be done within a reasonable period of time (3 
calendar months) from the date this response was issued.  
 



Where you are not satisfied with the response to a request for information that falls within the 
Environmental Information Regulations, you should make a representation for a review to 
FOI Appeals Officer, sthelensccg.foi@nhs.net within 40 days of receipt of the response. 
 
If you are not satisfied with our review under the Freedom of Information Act or the 
Environmental Information Regulations, you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioners Office (ICO) for a review of your appeal decision.  Generally, the ICO cannot 
make a decision unless you have exhausted our complaints procedure.  
 
The ICO can be contacted at;  
 
ICO, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF  
www.ico.gov.uk   
 
Should you need any further clarification or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me 
quoting the above reference. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Angela Delea 
Associate Director – Corporate Governance 
NHS St Helens Clinical Commissioning Group    
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