
Pets in the School/Nursery setting  
Single 
Point  

Lesson 

Please contact the Infection control team if you require any further advice 01744 457314  

General precautions to prevent the spread of infection from 

pets to humans  
Ensure all children and staff wash their hands after touching pets/animals or 

after they are in contact with any of the pet equipment.  

Ensure that there are records of cleaning schedules for the cleaning of pet 

cages, bowls, bottles, and bedding. 

Ensure that feeding and other pet equipment is washed in warm soapy 

water.  

Pets should not be housed and cleaned out near to food or kitchen areas.  

Pets should be kept clean and well groomed.  
 

Correct hand washing with hot soapy 

water is the most important thing to be 

considered when handling pets 

Factors to consider: 

Who is responsible for the pet? 

Is the pet appropriately vaccinated /wormed 

and had flea treatment if appropriate? 

Cleaning arrangements  - Who will be 

responsible for the cleaning  of pet housing and 

removal of pet excrement? 

Feeding and grooming arrangements? 

Do you have any children with allergies to 

pets? 

Are the children at risk of bites or scratches 

from the pet?  
  Cleaning of pet housing and pet excrement  

Pet cages should only be cleaned by adults. 

Excrement should be cleaned daily and cages 

disinfected weekly. 

Staff should wear disposable gloves and plastic 

aprons when cleaning pet excrement and pet 

equipment.  

Always hand wash after removing personal 

protective equipment.  

Pets and other animals in school can enhance the learning environment. However, contact with animals can pose a risk of 

infection including gastro-intestinal infection, fungal infections and parasites. Some people, such as pregnant women and 

those with a weakened immune system, are at greater risk of developing a severe infection. However, sensible measures 

can be taken to reduce the risk of infection to the children and to staff. 

Health Protection in schools and other childcare settings ( PHE, 2017) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-

childcare-facilities 


