
Each year the SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands campaign aims to progress the goal of 

maintaining a global profile on the importance of hand hygiene in health care and to 

‘bring people together’ in support of hand hygiene improvement globally.  
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The World Health Organisation (WHO) is calling  on everyone to be inspired by 

the global movement to achieve universal health coverage (UHC), i.e. achieving 

better health and well-being for all people at all ages, including financial risk 

protection, access to quality essential health care services and access to safe, 

effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all. Infec-

tion Prevention and Control, including hand hygiene, is critical to achieve UHC 

as it is a practical and evidence-based approach with demonstrated impact on 

quality of care and patient safety across all levels of the health system including 

dentistry.   

 The theme  for this year’s campaign is "Clean Care for All: It's in Your 

Hands" with specific calls to action for health workers, IPC leaders, health facili-

ty leaders, ministries of health and patient advocacy groups.  

The WHO have devised posters that you can modify by replacing the existing 

pictures with those from your colleagues, senior managers, patient champions, 

or yourself! Just go to the following link to access: 

https://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/5may2019/

en/  

 

 

 

 

Hand Hygiene WHO Campaign 5th May 2019 

Health care-associated infections: 

1 in 10 patients get an infection 

while receiving care. (WHO 2019) 

https://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/5may2019/en/
https://www.who.int/infection-prevention/campaigns/clean-hands/5may2019/en/


   

   

The Care Quality Commission consider the topic of hand hygiene when we reviewing dental practices 
under the safe key question which relates to regulation 12 (safe care and treatment). 
CQC emphasise that hand hygiene is an integral part of preventing infection in clinical practice. And 
dental practices have a duty of care to ensure it is managed in accordance with the current guidelines: 
 
 HTM 01-05 
 The Health and Social Care Act 2008: Code of Practice on the prevention and control of infec-

tions and related guidance. 
Mandatory requirements: 
 There is a written practice policy and/or protocol in place. 
 Waste bins are foot operated 
 Hand hygiene is carried out at the following key stages of the process: 
 before and after each treatment session 
 before and after removal of PPE 
 following manual cleaning of dental instruments 
 before contact with instruments that have been autoclaved 
 after cleaning or maintaining decontamination devices used for dental instruments. 
 
The following must not be used for cleaning hands: 
 bars of soap 
 scrub or nail brushes 
 alcohol-impregnated wipes used for cleaning 
 after completion of decontamination work. 
 
 
Acceptable practice to meet Essential Quality Requirements: 
 Essential quality requirement training in hand hygiene is part of staff induction and provided to 

all relevant staff within dental practices periodically throughout the year. 
 Liquid soap and antimicrobial hand rub dispensers sited on or adjacent to the hand washing sink. 
 Normal sinks are considered adequate.  
 
 
Best practice: 
 Hand-washing protocols are displayed next to hand washing facilities. 
 Wall mounted liquid soap and antimicrobial hand rub dispensers are placed above or adjacent to 

the hand washing sink. 
 Hand-washing sinks should: 
            - not have a plug or overflow 
            - have a sensor-operated or lever operated mixer tap 
            - not have taps that discharge directly into the drain aperture 
            - have wall mounted paper towel dispenser. 
 
 
Further information go to:  
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/dentists/dental-mythbuster-9-hand-hygiene  
 

    What does the CQC say about Hand Hygiene for dentistry?                      
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Standard infection control precautions: national hand hygiene and personal protective 

equipment policy was published by NHS England and NHS Improvement in March 

2019. 

The national policy aims to:   

 support a common understanding (making the right thing easy to do for every pa-

tient, every time)  

 reduce variation in practice and standardise care processes  

 improve how knowledge and skills are applied in infection prevention and control 

 help reduce the risk of healthcare-associated infection 

 help to align practice, education, monitoring, quality improvement and scrutiny. 

Standard infection control precautions (SICPs) are to be used by all staff, in all care 

settings, at all times, for all patients whether infection is known to be present or not, to 

ensure the safety of those being cared for, staff and visitors in the care environment. 

SICPs are the basic infection prevention and control measures necessary to reduce the 

risk of transmitting infectious agents. The application of SICPs during care delivery is 

determined by assessing risk to and from individuals. This includes the task, level of in-

teraction and/or the anticipated level of exposure to blood and/or other body fluids. To 

protect effectively against infection risks, SICPs must be used consistently by all staff. 

SICPs implementation monitoring must also be ongoing to ensure compliance with safe 

practices and to demonstrate ongoing commitment to patient, staff and visitor safety. 

The published policy focuses on hand hygiene and PPE only. One of the recommenda-

tions in the policy is regarding double gloving is recommended during some exposure 

prone procedures, e.g. orthopaedic and gynaecological operations or when attending 

major trauma incidents. 

 

Further information go to : https://improvement.nhs.uk/documents/4957/

National_policy_on_hand_hygiene_and_PPE_2.pdf 

Standard infection control precautions: national hand hygiene and person-

al protective equipment policy.  
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In HTM 01 05 it states ‘the use of freestanding or ceiling-mounted fan units is not recommended. ‘ 

Portable fans have been linked to cross infection in health and social care facilities. Each use and re-

use should be clinically risk assessed. Local procurement, cleaning, decontamination and maintenance 

policies must be produced and kept under review. 

Portable fans are not recommended for use  when a patient is known or suspected to have an infec-

tious agent. There should be availability of manufacturers’ information and advice on how to maintain 

and decontaminate the fan. This should be consistent with national and lo-

cal infection prevention and control policy.  

Consideration should be given to whether the fan can be adequately decon-

taminated for safe reuse or whether it should be disposed of after use.  

There should also be      assurances and evidence provided by the manufac-

turer that internal contamination will not be dispersed into the clinical/care 

area.  

 

An alert for the use of fans in healthcare was issued  in January this year. The alert highlights the     

following and is applicable to all portable fans: 

 Bladeless portable fans have been linked to healthcare associated infection. Dust and debris can 

naturally accumulate within the body of bladeless fans and this will provide a reservoir for micro

-organisms. 

 There is currently no evidence that conventional bladed fans disperse micro-organisms in the 

same way. However, the electric motors in these fans are air cooled and, similar to bladeless 

fans, dust and debris can accumulate within the motor housing. A similar reservoir of micro-

organisms may therefore be created and entrained in the airflow.  

 Fans should be classed as unsuitable for reuse if the manufacturer cannot provide appropriate 

risk information, maintenance and decontamination instructions consistent with national and 

local decontamination polices for reusable patient care equipment.  

 Portable fans used in non-clinical areas are outside the scope of this alert although these should 

be visibly cleaned and maintained.  

To read the alert go to: https://nursingnotes.co.uk/portable-fans-in-clinical-areas-deemed-an-

infection-control-risk/  

 

     The use of fans in the surgery : Please read            
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Portable fans used in clinical areas have been linked to cross infection in health and social care facil-
ities. Each use and reuse should be clinically risk assessed. Local procurement, cleaning, decontami-
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World Oral Health Day 20th March 2019 

This year to promote World Oral Health Day we 

created a stand and displayed in the public 

waiting area of Newton Community Hospital, St 

Helens where Infection Control are based. Mes-

sages displayed were to coincide with the global 

campaign to highlight the importance of good 

oral health and how poor oral health can have 

impact the general health of an individual.  

 

 

Dental Study Evenings 2019 

This year’s study evenings in January and February were a huge success! The study evenings took place 

on the 16/1/19 & 13/2/19 in bothj St Helens and Warrington. Uptake this year was exceptional as we 

saw 50 dental care professionals in total attending both dates.  

Feedback from the attendees overall was extremely positive and the training was well received. This 

year we had four external speakers which was a great contribution to the evenings study. Topics dis-

cussed included an update from Mike Williams (Dental Advisor/ CQC specialist advisor) whom kindly 

attends every year, Oral Health is everyone’s business , early detection of Head and neck cancer and an 

overview of the oral cancer toolkit and reviewing the essential requirements for manual cleaning of den-

tal instruments. Comments received included 

“Excellent speakers and content very informative”.  

“Great evening, thanks”. 

“It was my first time here and I enjoyed it”. 

“Yes I enjoyed it...very beneficial!”  

“Thanks to all of you who took the time out to present it.” 

 

 

Thank you to all those that took time out of their evenings to attend it is very 

much appreciated and without your support they would not be possible. Further information for the 

2020 dates to follow later in the year. 
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Crossword– why not test your knowledge…………. 
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Across 

1. Common resistant Bacteria found on the skin 

2. Process used to measure standards 

3. Name for the technique used to decontaminate the hands 

4. HTM 01 05 states instruments must be what prior to re-use 

5. A known standard precaution to prevent exposure to bodily fluids   

6. Water pathogen 

7. Grows in DUWL's 

8. Potential risk of exposure for dental staff 

9. Invasion of a micro-organism causing a reaction 

 

Down 

1. Can affect multiple organs or the entire body, even without blood poisoning 

2. Process that can kill micro-organisms such as bacteria or viruses 

3. Ideal environment for water pathogens to grow  

4. Annual vaccination all dental staff should have 

5. First item of PPE to be removed after use 

6. Best method for cleaning of dental instruments 

7. Micro-organism that causes disease 

 

Crossword Clues 
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SELF – AUDITS: Reminder  

   When sending in self-audits please  can you also  

   include any generated action plans. Thank you 

New for 2019 : please read 

NHS England have requested all Annual  Infection 

Control  Statements  must be completed in May of 

every year from now on. Therefore, in May 2019 you 

will need to complete a statement for the period of 

April 2018– April 2019 and from here on in this will be 

the period you are to use. Please can all statements 

are to be forwarded to Karen Jones by the end of 

May 2019.  

Single Point lessons  

If anyone has any ideas for a topic and they would like to 

see as a single point lesson please get in touch. Contact de-

tails are on the back page of this newsletter. 

Access to Occupational Health Services at Aintree University Hospital, Liverpool 

A limited FREE service in conjunction with NHS England is being provided for all dental practices for 

blood borne viruses advice, inoculation injuries and Hep B vaccinations . Other services regarding 

occupation health are not included. However, the occupational  health service would provide for a 

charge. A drop in clinic is available Mon– Fri 8.30am-9.00 am & 4.00-4.30pm. Out of these times if 

urgent advice required you are advised to phone first.  Non urgent enquiries it is advised to email in 

the first instance. Contact details: Diane Lee Tel: 0151 529 6607. Address : Aintree Hospital, Lower 

Lane, Liverpool L9 7AL.  Email: www.aintreeworkandwell-being.nhs.uk. 
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*NEW VENUE/ DAY* Room F27,Warrington  Wolves Stadium, Warrington WA2 7NE 

 

Tuesday 11th June 2019 :  6-7.30pm 

 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 :  6-7.30pm 

 

Tuesday 10th December 2019:  6-7.30pm 

 

If you would like to join our dental forum group on Facebook please 

contact  

Karen Jones (details on back page.) 

I N F E C T I O N  C O N T R O L  L E A D  N U R S E  F O R U M  G R O U P  

M E E T I N G S –  D A T E S  F O R  2 0 1 9   

 Newton Community Hospital, Meeting room, ground Floor, Bradleigh road, Newton 

le Willows, WA12 8RB 

 

Thursday 6th June 2019 :  6-7.30pm 

 

Thursday 12th September 2019 :  6-7.30pm 

 

Thursday 5th December 2019 :  6-7.30pm 

 

 

Infection Control LEAD NURSE Forum group meetings  WE NEED YOU! 



 

 

 

   

 

I N F E C T I O N  C O N T R O L  T R A I N I N G  

 

 

3 BOROUGHS INFEC-

TION  TEAM  

Contact details : 

Karen Jones 

Infection Prevention and Control Practitioner 

Infection Control Department                      

Room F149 

Newton Community Hospital 

Newton Le Willows 

WA12 8RB. 

 01744 457307            07771 339453    

Main Office :  01744 457314/ 457312 

 

Email : 

Karen.Jones13@sthelensccg.nhs.uk  

Would your practice like some infection 

control training?  

If so please get in touch ( see contact details 

above). I will come to your practice when suits 

you to deliver infection control training . It can 

be tailored to suit your training needs. It will 

also be verifiable CPD! 

Infection Control Leads: Have you received training for your role? Did you know 

we provide workplace based training for leads to undertake? The training and 

workbook have been devised from an accredited course we have previously 

delivered. Individuals completing the training will receive over 20 hrs verifiable 

CPD and accrue hours of non-verifiable also. 

Are you thinking of refurbishing at your 

practice?   

Surgeries, general environment  or in-

stalling a local decontamination unit 

(LDU) ? Then please get in touch and we  

can provide you with professional  advice 

regarding  infection control measures you 

will need to consider. 

EMAIL COMMUNICATION WE NEED YOU!!!! 

Have you notified us of your most up to date 

email address for your practice? 

If not , please can you get in touch so we can 

ensure you receive all our communication 
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